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Letters to the editor*
Faith in the Church
The article by Millard Herr: "Benevolence: A Test of Faith," in the July 25
issue, will be recognized, I believe, as being
highly significant, and more so, since, as
indicated in the footnote by the Editor, "it
reflects the thinking of the Board."
We note in the article that the Board of
Benevolence senses additional areas of
need, "areas of concern in which we have
not yet moved," (some of these are designated), and that the complete "area of
concern would be the full scope of human
temporal welfare within the brotherhood." It is obvious that the Board is
thinking of the area of benevolence in a
new and larger dimension; and in his
article Brother Herr has given broad suggestions as to how the Board might function administratively in carrying out such
an enlarged program.
We know, of course, that this is not the
program of the Board of Benevolence
alone; but it must also be the program and
the responsibility of the church. And for
the church to respond effectively with her
"resources of time and money," she must
first of all, have a clear awareness of the
needs. We hear from many voices concerning "world hunger," and it is right that
we should respond to this need; but 1
wonder if we may be less aware of our
responsibility to those "who are of the
household of faith," who may also have
physical and material needs, and who are
our first responsibility.
Whatever General Conference may do
by way of implementing a benevolent pro-

gram of enlarged scope, it is obvious that
in this area of the church's responsibility,
increased financial support will be needed.
Aside from providing for any new areas of
assistance, Brother Herr has pointed out
that, "It will cost more just to maintain
what we are presently doing," and he
states that "the budget for benevolence has
been doubled." This brings us to the
crucial question: Is the church capable of
increased giving? Have we been "cheerful" givers, as God "has prospered" us?
Does the church's per capita giving of
$444.55 in 1976 represent a tithe? If the
Old Testament standard was "tithes and
offerings," (Mai. 3:8) would the New
Testament standard be less, do you think?
Would the foregoing of some "luxuries,"
even of some things we may think are
"necessities," enable us to give more?
We are now contemplating an enlarged
and more responsible role for one of our
important Church Boards. Would it be
proper to suggest the appointment of a
representative committee, which would include members of the present Board of Benevolence, which committee, after studying the entire question, both as to the needs
to be met, and as to the role of the Board
of Benevolence, would bring its recommendations to General Conference?
With the task clarified, and the Board's
duties defined, I have confidence that the
church will meet the "Test of Faith," and
that a ministry of benevolence will be carried on which will be commensurate with
the needs.
C. W. Boyer
Baltimore, Md.

From the Editor
Let me use this column in this issue to share with you
something that really has nothing to do with the VISITOR
but a great deal to do with the church.
At the 1976 meeting of the General Conference the
Brotherhood Loan Fund was formed. To this fund all
United States Regional Loan Funds were invited to join.
This they have all done. The management of the Brotherhood Loan Fund was assigned to the Jacob Engle Foundation. From my perspective as secretary/treasurer of the
Foundation I share some observations.
The Board of Directors, Jacob Engle Foundation, met
recently to receive a report from the Executive Director,
Ray Musser, and to develop policies, review progress, and
plan for the future. I do not plan to use this column to
bring a full report but rather to highlight some significant
facts which came out of this meeting.
1. Much effort has been expended in obtaining approval
to function legally as the Brotherhood Loan Fund in each
state from which investments have been received or are expected to be received. This is a time consuming effort but
substantial progress has been made with approval having
been obtained in many of the states.
2. The present assets of the Foundation, including the
funds from regional loan funds in process of being integrated into the Brotherhood Loan Fund, exceeds $4,000,000. The current interest rate being charged congregations on a first lien basis is 8 percent. The current
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Editorial

The Sermon as Therapy
A YEAR OR so age a counselling service was opened in
Nappanee—a town of around 5,000. This office was open
on regular hours with staff available. I assumed that it
would be sometime before the community would make full
use of this service. With that assumption in mind I recently
asked the receptionist if their services were being used. " O
yes," she replied, "many people in Nappanee are hurting."
Even more recently than my contact with the
counselling service receptionist was my opportunity to
listen to two pastors speak about their ministry. Both of
these men had, I believe, an above average pulpit ministry. However in describing their work it was the personto-person counselling ministry that was highlighted. Much
of their time it appeared was devoted to persons who were
hurting or in need of counsel.
These two incidents merely illustrate a condition of
which we are all aware—many in our society and many
within the church are hurting. They find in life more than
they can cope with. Relations with others with whom they
live or work break down. They have personal feelings of
guilt and depression, inadequacy and loneliness, and live
their lives in quiet desperation.
As a pastor seeks to minister he must keep these needs
in mind. If he has had training for a pastoral ministry,
time was devoted in his training to equip him for
counselling. As his ministry develops and confidence is
built, more of his time will be taken in this aspect of his
work.
No pastor, if he really has a pastor's heart, can ignore
this part of his ministry. His heart beats with his people.
Their joys are his. Their sorrows are his as well. But in the
increasing demands of a person to person and counselling
ministry what happens to preaching and teaching? Where
does the pastor find time for study, reflection, and preparation?
What is of equal concern is what happens to the image
of a preaching-teaching ministry? It is in real danger of
being seen as less effective and of secondary importance.
In my seminary days the sermon was beginning to come
under attack. The image of a person filling bottles was
used. It was maintained that a more effective way to fill
bottles was to take each one individually and pour the
water rather than to stand two hundred bottles in a group
and throw buckets of water over them. I suspect this same
attitude is still around today.
So, the pastor finds that preaching-teaching suffer in the
priorities of time and even in the priority of value.
When this happens the pastor has forfeited one of the
unique ministries which the church brings to the emotional and spiritual hurts of people. There is a therapy in
the preaching and teaching ministry of the Word which we
need to rediscover. This is not to deny the value and need
of personal counselling. It is meant to imply that sermons,
biblically based, life applied, and theologically consistent
are effective means of therapy.
Preaching needs to be realistic both as it proclaims
God's grace and understands the human situation. For
every word of judgment there is the word of grace—in-
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deed two words of grace. For every hurt of sin there is the
word of forgiveness and restoration. For our human finiteness and weakness there is the support of God's love and
understanding.
Preaching is the occasion to change the focus of a
person's interest and attention. Too much of our emphasis is upon ourselves—our needs, our rights, our happiness, our problems. This is true within the church. Look
over the list of current religious book titles. Consider the
conferences one is invited to attend or the electives offered
in a Sunday school—experience and person centered.
No wonder we have emotional problems. We need to
sense God's plan and a world's need and what God has
done and is doing. Obviously sin and organic and physical
dysfunctions do not go away just because we ignore
them. These must be dealt with. But it is a fact that when
a person becomes absorbed in a cause bigger than himself—his own needs take on a more proper perspective.
Our preaching needs to be biblical and theological as
well as relational. The person in the pew may disclaim any
interest in theology. But we all have a theology of sorts. It
is the obligation and the opportunity for the preacher to
assist those in the pew to have a theology which is faithful
to the Scriptures and realistic to life. Our understanding of
God, the meaning of His grace, the reality of sin, the possibility of salvation, the acceptance of our humanity, the
meaning of prayer, the fact of evil, the reality of our hope,
are all therapeutic themes which minister to the deepest
level of our need.
Preaching and teaching without theology is like living
without principle. We need in our preaching and teaching
the foundation and consistency which theology brings. We
need in our churches the therapy which preaching
provides.
Z
FROM THE EDITOR
from page two

interest rate being paid investors is 7 percent on certificates of $500 or more and 5% percent on a savings plan
available for lesser amounts.
3. The Brotherhood Loan Fund assumed the obligation to assist in financing the new Messiah Village. In
addition Kenbrook Camp as well as several congregations
have requested substantial loans. All of these loans are
needed within the near future and represent the need for
additional funds. To honor these commitments additional
investments are needed from members of the denomination.
This is a very vital part of our church program. The
investments provide an attractive return and at the same
time provide funds for the capital needs of the church.
Let me encourage the readers of this column to contact
the Executive Director, Ray Musser, P.O. Box 1136,
Upland, California 91786 for additional information
regarding the Jacob Engle Foundation and the Brotherhood Loan Fund.
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" . . . for you have one Teacher, and
you are all brethren."

We Be Brethren
Paul A. Nigh
D I S C R I M I N A T I O N is universal, it
is not an affliction that is peculiar to
the western world or a disease that is
limited to the white race. I understand that when an Eskimo wanted to
heap the utmost scorn upon one of his
own people, he would call him a white
man.
Discrimination has a wide range of
expression. It may vary from savage
oppression down to a genteel hauteur
or holier-than-thou attitude. Its ways
are myriad. But whether flagrant or
subtle the end results damage both discriminator and the object of discrimination. This barb is sharp at both
ends.
I presume that when the word
"discrimination" is used a whole panorama of words march across our
mental horizon: language, racial,
color, national, tribal, cultural, area,
community and down to family level.
It finally arrives at individual personalities. We flee its rude manifestations, but are more comfortable with
the suave appearances of the same
thing.
Money is the most dangerous commodity known to man. It is a status
symbol in most societies. People with
wealth are much sought after. The
Wise Man observed this thirty centuries past. In Proverbs 14:20 we read,
"The poor man is hated even of his
own neighbour: but the rich hath many
friends." In the Book of Eccl. 9:13-16
an account is told of a poor wise man
that delivered the city from their
enemies, but because he was poor he
was not remembered. And the conclusion follows, "Wisdom is better than
strength: nevertheless the poor man's
The writer has had a long and fruitful pastoral
ministry within the Canadian Conference. He is
now retired from an active pastoral ministry.
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wisdom is despised, and his words are
not heard."
Another field that is fertile soil for
the bacteria of discrimination is in intellectual achievements. For some
strange reason educational excellence
and professional status have a preferential rating. The term, only a
farmer, only a housewife, only a
laborer, only a mechanic, has a lesser
connotation. Peculiar is it not? I would
sooner have a comparatively illiterate
mechanic fix my car who has the
mechanical ability, than a Ph.D. who
had none. By the same logic I prefer
the man of letters to write my books.
In many respects our Western way
of life has no historical peer for
affluence and conveniences. But this
very fact of good fortune has placed a
deadly weapon in our hands. We have
the ability to make discrimination
hurt.
In a convocation of self-evaluation
we have bestowed the degree of
achievement upon ourselves and
placed the laurel wreath of excellence
upon our own brow. From this lofty
eminence we view the less fortunate in
a condescending manner. The
rationale for this arrogance is that by
ability, initiative and industry this is
our birthright. I will not deny that
diligence has a reward. But there are
many contributing factors. No man
has a right to boast. Even genetically
we are the composite of many genes.
It is a sad fact that some virulent
forms of discrimination are found
within churches who almost profess to
hold the oracles of God in their possession. A symptom of this virus was
described in the first part of the second
chapter of the Book of James. I fear
that if the Apostle would visit many of
our assemblies today he might have
cause to write the same words. May

we do a searching self and corporate
analysis.
The first lesson that we need to learn
is simple appreciation for other races
and cultures. This does not mean that
we must fully understand each other.
To attempt this is an exercise in
futility. Just as there are language
idioms that cannot be fully translated, so nuances in the thought
pattern of various peoples defy analysis.
Discrimination will never be ended
by dialogue or long sessions at the
conference table. Government or
church directives have never solved the
problem. In fact these may only accentuate conditions and cause greater
polarity to the matter. The answer is
found on a much deeper level. It will
become a reality only as we discover
the intrinsic value of every man as a
being for whom Christ died. This will
lead to more than lip service; it will
bring about a change of heart and
mind.
There is a possibility that some of
our good deeds are deeply colored
with paternalism and patronizing attitudes. It is not difficult to be pharisaic
with pious actions. We joyfully lend a
helping hand to those far away; but
how do other races fare within the
shadow of our home church spires?
Would people of other ethnic origins
find a welcome, next Sunday morning in every Brethren in Christ congregation? Our efforts may have been
commendable beyond home shores;
but how do we rate on our native
strand?
In Col. 3:11 the Apostle Paul gives a
clear directive of equality; "Where
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but
Christ is all, and in all." The great
climax is found in the words of Jesus,
"For one is your Master, even Christ;
and all ye are brethren" (Matthew
23:8). The Book of Philemon is a
classic example of brotherly feelings
by the great Apostle Paul for a runaway slave, Onesimus.
As long as unregenerate pride rules
in the hearts of men the ogre of discrimination will tread with bruising
feet. So long as the nominal church is
afflicted with religious myopia she too
will walk this unholy path. The church
must have her eyes anointed with eye
salve to give proper vision. It is only as
we get a true vision of Jesus Christ
that we can properly see our fellowman.
Is it too much to expect that those
who profess to know the meekness and
gentleness of Christ should follow in
his steps? Let us ask a candid and
searching question: "Is discrimination absent from our midst?"
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After she had been in the school
only
a year, she started having severe
A true account of one person's battle against almost
headaches and occasional seizures.
insurmountable odds and the human spirit's will to live.
She was not seen by a physician because the employees thought that the
seizures were being faked. The students were rarely referred to physicians for fear that they would relate
the conditions of the school. However, with lack of treatment and being
beaten during the seizures in an effort
to terminate them, Doris' seizure disorder gradually became worse. The
conditions of the school remained
cleverly hidden from the authorities.
When Doris was twelve years old,
she became seriously ill with pneumonia, and her seizures became more
frequent and severe. After a period of
unconciousness, she was admitted to
the school infirmary for treatment.
She had been told previously that if
she gave any information about the
conditions from which she came, she
would be killed. Her illness was long,
and recovery was slow. Doris recalls
Priscilla Simmons
that she wanted to die rather than
return to the school. Treatment for her
seizure disorder was instituted, and
she gradually regained her health.
So great was her desire to be
released from the school that she careD O R I S climbed noisily up the Hazel Winger had told Mother some fully designed a plan for her escape. It
narrow stairs, heavy suitcases in hand, of the details of Doris' past, details was not to be an escape in the physirefusing offers for help. This image of which were essential to understanding cal sense, but one which followed very
a strong, determined individual her.
logical channels. She decided that she
formed my first impressions of this unDoris was born on August 12, 1930, would pretend that her illness had
usual woman, Doris Reed. It was in Long Island City, New York. She affected her mentally. She began
1971. Alvin and Thata Book, my was her mother's third child, and the dressing herself backwards and readparents, had been asked to take a posi- pregnancy was unwanted. Her mother ing books upside down. When asked
tion as the pastor couple of Fellow- disliked this child even more because where her relatives were, she said they
ship Chapel, an inner-city church in she was marred by numerous birth- were in the Bronx Zoo. When asked
the Bronx. Before leaving, Ken and marks, and eventually she was placed her name, she said it was Dark Red. It
Hazel Winger, the couple who had in a foster home. At age 8V2, she was took only three weeks of these acts, as
preceded my parents, had given some placed in a state school in upstate New Doris called them, for her to warrant
an evaluation by physicians. She was
details about the various individuals York.
The girls with whom she boarded in sent to another hospital still further
who might call for help from time to
time. New York City is filled with the school were either unwanted, like away from the school.
people experiencing major crises in herself, orphans, or mentally reOnce she was admitted to the
their lives, and Doris was one of them. tarded. The school was merely an in- hospital,
she realized that she could
I was enjoying the many, varied and stitution to house human beings, ap- not become
lax with her act. It was
parently
lacking
any
qualities
which
colorful people that I was meeting,
that that would be cause for imand was struck immediately that Doris could classify it as an educational in- clear
transfer back to the school.
was no exception to the "colorful stitution. The daily routine of the mediate
school varied little. Some of the girls She continued feigning mental illness,
rule."
Doris' building were given school- but took only the medication for her
Within minutes of our first meeting, in
ing of a sort while others were put to seizures throwing away the other
she poured out excerpts of her life his- work
the school grounds. When- medication she was given to help
tory, as if she was used to explaining ever theongirls'
behavior did not suit the control her psychiatric disorder. The
and so defending herself to everyone employees, several
methods of punish- secret was hers alone, but it became
she met. The story was disjointed and ment were used. Doris
has scars on her very difficult for her to continue with
I understood very little of what she head to show where she
was beaten her games. She felt guilty for playing
said. Later, my mother translated. with pipes. She told how she
had been with her life in that manner.
Doris was one of the people we were to beaten with long handled brushes
and
expect to come for help. Ken and showed me a scar on her arm where
It was a young European doctor,
who impressed her so much with his
she
was
pierced
with
an
exposed
nail
The writer and her husband are members of the
on the brush. There are also scars on sincere interest, that she broke down
Lancaster Brethren in Christ congregation. As
her abdomen and hip from burns of a and told what she was doing and why.
stated in the article, Priscilla, lived for a number
of years with her parents, Rev. and Mrs. Alvin
hot radiator to which she and other Determined that she should not be reBook, in the Bronx where they served at Felgirls
had been tied.
lowship Chapel.
to page ten

Hers Too Was
the Birthright
of Freedom
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On Adopting a Grandma
Frances and Phyllis Martens
I T ALL STARTED when we moved
to Los Angeles.
We were living in Fresno but we
moved because Daddy needed to go to
school. Well, right away some old
couples from the Brethren in Christ
Church in Upland (a town down there)
gave us a welcome party. One of the
hostesses was Mrs. Hannah Foote.
Mrs. Foote was a somewhat small
lady with gray hair and bowed legs because of problems with her knees. We
noticed the twinkle in her eyes and her
smiles. She got out picture albums for
us to look at and she talked a lot.
Then she began to come to our
house to bring us things. Even though
she couldn't walk very well, she could
drive her car, and she would drive up
into farm country for boxes of boysen-

berries, apricots, and sweet corn which
she gave to us and other people. She
also brought us big tins of olives off
her own trees. Her gifts were wonderful because we didn't have much
money while Daddy was in school.
We found out she was always busy
helping people. She always knew who
was sick and brought them hot dishes
and cakes. Also she wrote to many
missionaries. The Footes owned
several apartments which they rented
to elderly people. Their tenants were
sick quite often, and Mrs. Foote
looked after them—visited them and
got their groceries and helped them
with their financial matters.
Mrs. Foote had no children or
grandchildren because she married
when she was rather elderly. A year
after we came her husband, Allan,

On Being a Mother-in-Law

Martha T. A nderson
In the second summer of our marWhen I heard that reasoning, I
riage I heard a radio disc jockey ad cuddled my infant in my arms and
libbing about mothers-in-law. Some prayed, as I continued to pray
of his seemingly-offhanded com- through the years, for the girl he
ments were enlightening and have would some day marry. I prayed for
stayed with me through the 23 years a selfless mother-love that would insince.
clude his wife.
That day for us came sooner than
Jokes generally depict a man in
trouble with his wife's mother. In we expected. In his final year of high
real life, however, it is the bride that school he met and soon came to love
marries into mother-in-law prob- the girl destined to become his bride.
lems. The radio host explained that a Two years later he married her in a
woman likes attention from a man so beautiful ceremony they wrote themshe welcomes a son-in-law. Not only selves.
For my son to turn his attention to
will he dote on his bride, but a certain amount of his consideration will the woman he loves was the working
be directed toward his wife's mother. out of God's plan. It was so natural,
The mother is favorably inclined to- so right. My heart swelled with happiness and thanksgiving for their
ward him because he notices her.
A daughter-in-law is another commitment to each other and their
matter. When a son marries, his wholehearted acceptance of each
attention is diverted from his mother other's family, just as we are.
More than two years later, Ruth is
to another woman. Unconsciously,
she allows jealously to take root. a wonderful wife to Herb and a fine
Somehow, that other woman does mother to their infant son. Not only
not merit a man as wonderful as her do I feel no reservations about my
son.
son's choice, I consider his devotion
to his wife a compliment to the upbringing his father and I have given
The son and daughter-in-law referred to in the
article have moved to Prince Albert, Sask.,
him. So, Ruth, we want you to know
where they are the pastoral family for a new
that you have a welcome place in our
Brethren in Christ congregation.
family and in our hearts.
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died—he had been sick for quite a
while. That left her alone in her house.
We saw her every Sunday and thought
she was probably a little lonesome.
Then one day Mother had an idea.
Why didn't we adopt her as our grandma? Not with legal papers, but we
could pretend she was a real grandmother. We felt she was a very pleasant lady and just right for us. We, a
family of six—two boys and two
girls—had no grandparents within almost two thousand miles. One grandma and grandpa lived in Canada and
the other grandma is in India half the
time.
We drew a card of four children and
two parents waving signs which said
"Up with Grandmas" and "We Want
Grandma Foote" and things like that.
The card announced that we were officially adopting her as our grandmother.
Mrs. Foote loved the idea. She still
keeps the card in a frame in her room.
So from then on she became Grandma
Foote.
She is an excellent grandma. On all
our birthdays we always get a card
right on time with a check for $2.50.
In between she writes letters. At
Valentine's Day and Christmas we receive packages—a box of chocolates
or a set of glass serving trays and cups.
(By the way, we moved back to Fresno
after several years.)
Last summer she took the bus from
Upland and traveled up here in spite of
her lame legs. She was with us a week.
She insisted on going along to Daddy's
office to help paper the walls, at least
give advice. She knows how to do all
those things. At noon we ate at
MacDonald's and she ordered a Big
Mac. She likes going to restaurants.
Grandma Foote is interested in
everything. She makes her own
dresses, which are usually blue and
look nice on her. She loves to take
care of flowers and cactus plants. She
does ceramic painting—delicate little
pink roses and daisies on dishes and
brooches, which she gives away as
gifts. Most of all she likes to talk. She
tells about her friends and family, and
who is getting married, and what happened to the missionaries lately, and
about the church and the Bible.
She has been in the hospital several
times, but she always writes us cheerful letters and thanks the Lord for
being good to her and says she is glad
to be gaining strength again. She managed her business affairs so well she
doesn't have to worry much about
money.
We love our Grandma Foote. We
think the idea of adopting a grandma
is great, and we recommend it to you.

Reprinted from On The Line. Used by permission.
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Religious News
250 Anniversary of Moravian
Revival Will Be Noted Soon
August 13 will be the 250th anniversary
of one of the greatest revivals in church
history, according to Robert C. Cunningham, editor of The Pentecostal Evangel.
On the same date in 1727, "the Holy
Spirit fell on the congregation of Herrnhut, baptizing the Moravian believers with
such mighty waves of divine love that for a
hundred years their zeal for Christ was an
inspiration to the whole world," Cunningham wrote.
Most of the believers were Moravian
Brethren, disciples of the martyr, John
Huss. But others were drawn to Herrnhut,
too, including Lutherans, Reformed and
Baptists.
"From that little village . . . more than
100 missionaries went out in 25 years,"
noted Cunningham. "They led the way in
world evangelism 50 years before the
modern evangelical missionary movement
began. The blessing that came into the
world through the 'Moravian Pentecost'
was wide and deep in its proportions.
Wells Completed in Upper Volta
By Mennonites and Other Groups
Between 25 and 30 wells were completed
during the recent dry season in Upper
Volta through a joint effort by Mennonite
Central Committee, the local Christian
and Missionary Alliance churches, and the
residents of the villages where the wells
were dug. Each well serves from 100 to
1,000 people with an average of 400
per well.
The C & M A church, the only Protestant
group in the area, receives requests from
villages who want help with their wells, and
then chooses well projects. The villagers do
the digging themselves, and M C C volunteers coordinate the projects and line up
teams of workers which are training
recruits to do the masonry work involved
in putting a casing in the well.
The wells are dug by hand and have
diameters of a yard or more. A pulley hung
from a log resting on two forked posts on
either side of the well helps to haul up the
dirt during digging and lower blocks for
the mason.
Church in Uganda Crowded, Growing,
Anglican Mission Leader Reports
Church life in Uganda has "certainly
not broken down," says Dame Diana
Reader Harris, president of the Church
Missionary Society.
"On the contrary," the Anglican lay
leader added, "there are packed congregations and the church is still growing."
Dame Diana made the comment at a
press conference in London a few hours
after arriving back from a week's visit to
Uganda at the invitation of the Church of
Uganda (Anglican). She was originally invited to share in that Church's centenary
celebrations on June 30 but had to delay
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her visit because of a ban then in force on
British passport holders leaving Uganda.
According to Church leaders there, she
said, there is no persecution of Christians
in Uganda at the present time. There had
been pressure on them at the time of Archbishop Luwum's death but restrictions
have since been lifted and they were as a
group no more subject to persecution than
other Ugandan citizens, the mission leader
said.
Thirteen of the country's diocesan
bishops are still in office, said Dame
Diana, and three of them had assumed
temporary episcopal oversight of a neighboring diocese whose bishop had been
forced to flee the country.
Food Bank to Purchase
50,000 Bushels of Wheat
The Food Bank of the Canadian Mennonite Central Committee will soon have
its first 50,000 bushels of wheat in storage
for emergency relief and development purposes as a final agreement for acquisition
is made with the Canadian Wheat Board.
The wheat is to be purchased from the
Wheat Board using donations from grain
farmers and funds from the federal Canadian International Development Agency.
The Food Bank, established last October, is part of an emergency preparedness plan that will enable the MCC to respond quickly with food in disaster situations.
Study of Welfare Costs in U.S.
Predicts Rise of $10.4 Billion
The American taxpayers paid $42.8
billion for major federal welfare program
during fiscal year, 1976, and even without
any changes in the current system, that
figure will rise to $53.2 billion in fiscal year
1978 beginning Oct. 1.
That estimate was released by the Congressional Budget Office in a report, "Welfare Reform: Issues, Objectives and Approaches," covering the costs and impact
of the current national welfare system and
of several alternative reform approaches.
The current major welfare programs
include Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC), Supplemental Security
Income, Medicaid, veterans' pensions,
housing assistance, Food Stamps and child
nutrition.
New Charismatic Fellowships
Form at Kansas City Meeting
Two new fellowships of Charismatic
Christians were formed at the nation's first
ecumenically-sponsored Charismatic Conference held in Kansas City, Missouri.
They came from conservative and
liberal bodies and their formation was
hailed as evidence of the continuing growth
of the Charismatic Renewal movement,
which emphasizes the power of the Holy
Spirit.
One of the new fellowships was formed
by about 60 members of the United
Church of Christ (UCC), a liberal denomination.
The other new fellowship was formed by
about 50 conference participants who
came from churches of the WesleyanArminian background, including The
Church of The Nazarene, the Wesleyan

Church, The Free Methodist Church, The
Church of God (Anderson, Ind.), and the
Christian and Missionary Alliance.
Baptists Press ABC Affiliates
To Refuse Showings of'Soap'
Officials of the Southern Baptist Christian Life Commission have appealed to all
affiliate stations of ABC television to ban
the controversial "adult comedy" series,
"Soap," scheduled to appear on the ABC
network in the fall.
In a letter to ABC affiliates, commission officials Foy Valentine and Harry N.
Hollis, Jr., appealed to local stations to
exercise their legal right and moral responsibility to refuse to air the new series.
"Soap," which deals with themes including adultery, and transvestitism, represents "a new low in morally irresponsible
p r o g r a m i n g , " the Southern Baptist
officials said.
Mr. Valentine, executive director of the
Christian Life Commission, and Mr.
Hollis, director of the agency's family and
special moral concerns unit, also sent
letters of protest to advertisers who plan to
sponsor "Soap."
Birth Rate Seen Rising
A report of the National Center for
Health Statistics reveals that the birth rate
appears to be rising from its historic low in
1976.
Marriage rates were up for the first
quarter of 1977 and for the first time in
years there was no increase in divorce,
according to the Center.
It reported that the birth rate increase
began last September. If it continues
through 1977, some 3.4 million babies will
be born in 1977—200,000 more than if the
birth rate had remained at last year's level.
Population experts said the latest rise in
birth rates could reflect the leveling off of
the trend in growing divorces and declining marriages. Another explanation was
that couples who had delayed becoming
parents were making "now or never" decisions in favor of having children.
Hitt Seeks Concentration of Evangelical
Ministries Hard on Church Outreach
Church life is affected adversely in communities where evangelical ministries
flourish, according to Russel T. Hitt in
Part Three of his Eternity magazine series
"Evangelicals in America."
The August feature on Chicagoland
maintains that Moody Bible Institute is
the dominant force of evangelical Christianity in Chicago and the suburban community of Wheaton and Carol Stream
have the heaviest concentration of evangelical ministries—a total of at least 30.
Where evangelicals gather to direct their
ministries "the staff personnel of the
various organizations give themselves to
their particular Christian ministries five or
six days a week," Dr. Hitt says. "It is their
all-absorbing interest. But many are not
about to get involved in the local church."
Signalling a change for the better, he
said, were the proliferation of home Bible
study groups and the DuPage Prayer
Breakfast which brings evangelicals and
representatives of county government together on a monthly basis.
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World Hunger Fund

Never a Dull Moment
N U T R I T I O N COORDINATOR JOB VARIED
and relish—a stiff grain porridge and an accompanying sauce of meat, fish, caterpillars, termites,
beans, vegetables, mushrooms or groundnuts—constitute
the basic meal for the majority of Zambians. Working to
improve nutritional levels and to increase variety in foods
is Eva Wootten's job as a district nutrition coordinator for
the Zambian National Food and Nutrition Commission.
Wootten, a Mennonite Central Committee volunteer
from Walnut Creek, Calif., has been working since
November 1976 in and around Mumbwa, a town about
100 miles west of Zambia's capital city Lusaka. While
waiting for a place to store goods, she reports, she spent
her time teaching nutrition in Mumbwa.
March 14 she opened a stall in the town market from
which she can sell goods as well as conduct demonstrations and teach nutrition lessons. In addition to running a
nutrition store, Wootten's job takes her to surrounding villages, primary schools, rural health centers and agricultural schemes to deliver basic foodstuffs to their nutrition
depots and to hold demonstrations.
The most encouraging part of her work is the secondary
school nutrition club in Mumbwa. "They literally beg for
nutrition lessons and other work," she writes. "They help
in the store by selling and preparing goods to be taken to
the depots. Currently the club is working on a nutrition
show that will be broadcast over the radio. Our classes are
preparing them to go with me to hold nutrition demonstrations in villages.
"My job as a nutrition organizer is even more varied
than I expected," she goes on. One project that she worked
on with the members of the school nutrition club was
building a poultry unit for chick raising. The work
included mixing the cement by hand, laying bricks, going
out into the bush to get poles and the care of the chicks.
In addition to teaching, learning about chick raising,
building a chicken house, managing a store and keeping
the books for the Mumbwas Nutrition Group, Wootten is
also responsible to do all the maintenance on the nutrition
truck. The Mumbwa Nutrition Group is a self-supporting, nonprofit organization that sells goods at cost.
Getting started in Mumbwa was a problem for Wootten. She had only a temporary room to live in and no place
to set up the nutrition store. "Part of the problem is that
almost everyone lives in a compound according to occupation," she explains. "There is the secondary school
teachers' compound, the workers' compound, the ministry of health compound, the police compound, and so on.
As the only person from the National Food and Nutrition
Commission, there was no compound where I fit in."
Instead of being segregated occupationally, she reports,
she ended up living in the only integrated neighborhood in
Mumbwa.
Another problem for Wootten is encouraging the
government to train a Zambian to replace her. Although
NsHIMA
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Zambianization is an important part of the government's
policy, government agencies often lack the money to pay a
salary to a Zambian. Therefore they prefer to continue
using personnel from expatriate voluntary agencies.
But, says Wootten, "No matter how much I enjoy the
work and the place, I think it is contrary to the goals of
MCC and of development to continue working in a project
that is always dependent on expatriate personnel."
In addition to all her other activities, Wootten has been
studying Nyanja, one of the Zambian languages used in
Mumbwa. Because Mumbwa is the center of a district
where there are many immigrants, about eight or nine languages are used in the area.
MCC Release

Allen Buckwalter Honored

Allen Buckwalter, who with Leoda has been associated
with Far East Broadcasting Associates in India for more
than 15 years, recently received a citation from the Field
Directors' Conference of FEBC Radio International.
Shown presenting Allen with the hand-printed citation is
the chairman of the Managing Committee of FEBA-India.
It reads in part: "The Far East Broadcasting Company
presents this citation to Allen S. Buckwalter, Director for
India, in sincere appreciation for dedicated and devoted
spiritual leadership in the ministry of gospel broadcasting,
with heartfelt gratitude for outstanding contribution to the
progress and growth of the mission, and with a prayer for
God's continued rich and abiding blessing in the further
ministry in the Savior's kingdom."
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Thata Book
I H A D parked the Volvo and locked it when I saw
them, a young couple I knew "hanging out" on the
steps nearby, talking and drinking with friends. Not
in the mood for a chat and not wanting to embarrass
them, I was about to walk in the other direction back
to Fellowship Chapel. But they saw me, called to me,
and with a kiss took me over to introduce me to their
friends. W e stood and talked a long time. They
shared their desire for a different life, their struggles
with drink, battle with the devil and their desire to
give their baby a Christian home. She told of looking out of her window and seeing Doris Wenger or
me walking by. W e were like "bright spots" to her.
H o w she needs "bright spots!"
Inner-city streets are usually dirty. Tremont and
Anthony are no exceptions. The quiet, clean streets
of rural America are more comfortable. But when
you walk down your street, are you seen as "bright
spots?" M a y b e your street isn't dirty enough or dark
enough for your light to be noticed. Lights are best
seen in dark places. The city cries for help. Why has
the Bishop and the Mission Board prayed and
searched so long for someone to replace us in New
York? M a y b e if more people could know the love
there is awaiting them here; maybe if they could
Alvin and Thata Book went to New York City in 1971, after having
served overseas for 20 years. They are now in a year of study at Western
Evangelical Seminary. At the time of this writing, their successors in New
York City had not yet been recruited.
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know the joy of being a part of a group where variations of color and race become unimportant as spirits
blend; maybe . . . maybe then . . .
Never have we felt so much love and appreciation
as we have received these six years in New York. The
challenge and opportunity for ministry is unlimited.
As for our family—we too had our concerns; it
wasn't always easy; but the Lord wonderfully
provided. There are always compensations for sacrifices made when God is calling. May I quote from a
note on a birthday card from our son to his Dad: " A s
I look back over the years, I am so thankful that you
always wanted to do the will of the Lord in your life.
This has influenced my life greatly. I especially think
of you and M o m going to the city. If you would have
not gone to the city, I would never have met all those
dear people in Lancaster [Curt and Chris attended
Lancaster Mennonite High, living with a family in
the area]. They mean so much to me. I also would
have never met Les, and then of course I wouldn't
know those dear brothers and sisters in the city."
God turns problem areas into blessings as we surrender them to Him.
If God is calling you to be a "bright spot in dirty
streets," and if you respond, allowing the love of
Jesus to flow through you to lonely, troubled city
dwellers, you will be personally enriched as you
realize those whose lives have been transformed by
Jesus are in return ministering to you.
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BIRTHRIGHT OF FREEDOM
from page five

turned to the school, this doctor
helped to negotiate her release from
the school, on January 29, 1962.
So, she was free—but not really.
Doris began a series of further frustrations. She went from job to job, each
one lasting only for very short periods
of time as she was fired due to the
severity of her seizures. She lived in
rooms at the YWCA, rooms at the
Salvation Army Home and in bus stations where she paid 25c for a locker
and 50c for a shower. She wanted so
badly to be independent, self-supporting and live a clean, comfortable life.
From time to time, she relied solely on
Welfare and Disability checks. However, she was not contented to exist
helplessly on "other peoples' taxes,"
and her determination to become self
sufficient led her in her tireless, seemingly unendless search for a job which
she could maintain.
During this time, which lasted from
the time she was released from the
state school in 1962 until 1970, she
moved from upstate New York to
New York City to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Her experiences were the
same, and her life was increasingly unhappy and frustrating. While employed at the Harrisburg Hospital, she
was admitted to that hospital for
evaluation of her epilepsy. It was at
that time that she was informed by
physicians there that there was experimental surgery being performed at the
National Institutes of Health in
Bethesda, Maryland. There was a possibility that this surgery could help
her.
Doris received a letter from NIH
stating that tests would be necessary to
evaluate her condition, but little was
done in the way of specifically helping
her to make arrangements to travel to
Bethesda. As the weeks passed, Doris
became impatient. She had seen a ray
of hope, and was determined not to let
go of it until she had fully explored it
as a possibility for freedom. She
appealed to the Welfare Department
for funds to make the trip to Bethesda.
She was refused. Discouraged, she was
still determined to follow this ray of
hope which she had seen.
Gathering together her meager
funds. She stayed several days at the
Harrisburg bus terminal. During these
days Doris did some deep thinking.
She had had and had lost 22 jobs, 19
apartments and rooms. She had no
family. She had been robbed many
times. She felt essentially worthless
because of her physical handicap.
There was a hope that surgery
might cure her, but she had no trans-
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p o r t a t i o n f r o m H a r r i s b u r g to
Bethesda. So, she began to study
maps. Her decision was made. She
would walk to Bethesda—a distance of
approximately 120 miles. At that
point, she wanted help from no one.
She was tired of asking and being refused. She had a little money in her
pocket—enough, she hoped, to buy
herself coffee and sandwiches for her
journey. It was September 18, 1970, at
2:45 a.m., that she started walking.
The next day, she began having
difficulty with her routes. She called
Pennsylvania telephone operators and
asked for the NIH information desk
operators. Once she reached them, she
told them where she was and why she
was walking and asked them for help
in directing her to her destination.
They were very kind and helpful,
giving her the necessary information
and returning her dime each time she
called. Periodically, she stopped in
restaurants for coffee and sandwiches, and rested her head on the
table while waiting for her order. She
wore blisters on her feet and holes in
her shoes which she attempted to fix
with paper and string.
Doris' trip ended after three days
and four nights of hardships which few
humans could endure. She forced herself to keep going knowing that it
could be her only hope of achieving
that which most of us take for granted
as being the basics of life—health and
the opportunity to live a useful existence. She reached the front doors of
NIH on September 22, 1970, between
3:00 and 4:00 a.m. The doors were
locked, but the three telephone operators who had given her route by route,
block by block instructions were waiting for her.
After resting and cleaning up, Doris
was seen by a neuro-surgeon who
familiarized himself with her case.
Yes, there was indeed hope for a surgical cure for her epilepsy, but further
tests would be necessary. At that time,
there was no bed available for Doris
for the preliminary testing, and she
was informed that she would have to
return later when she was officially
notified of a waiting vacancy. Most
people would have been discouraged
to the p o i n t of b i t t e r n e s s — a
120-mile marathon which resulted
only in a rejection, even though temporary. Doris, however, was determined to concentrate all of her
energies toward this one glimmer of
hope, and prepared for a trip back to
Harrisburg.
There was a wait of eight months
before Doris heard from NIH. Finally, on May 4, 1971, she received notification that there was a bed ready for
her. The month long evaluation indicated that she was a suitable candi-

date for surgery. Evidently, her
epilepsy was of a rare type. It
appeared that her seizures were caused
by electrical impulses set up in scar
tissue on her brain. The scar tissue was
formed as a result of trauma—the repeated beatings on the head while she
was a student at the state school. It
would take very delicate surgery to remove these adhesions, but it was possible. She was reminded of a fact of
which she was already aware. Her
chance of survival was about 50%.
Even if she did live through the surgery, there was a possibility that she
may be no better, or even worse. So
dearly did she want to be free of society's obligations to her by way of
Welfare, so dearly did she want to be
independent of others and self-supporting, so dearly did she want her
birthright of freedom that she had already been willing to risk her life by
walking 120 miles to investigate this
hope. There was no doubt in her mind;
she wanted to undergo the surgery.
On July 1, 1971, age 41 years, Doris
Reed was taken to the operating room
at NIH. The surgical procedure was
done under local anesthesia because it
was imperative that she be awake to
answer questions and have continuous monitoring of her neurological functions. Electro-encephalography (EEG) was used to identify
changes in electrical activity of her
brain which was abnormal due to scar
tissue formation. This was performed
by attaching needles to the exposed
brain, and the EEG indicated the
offending areas of scar tissue. These
were delicately removed during the
procedure which lasted eight hours.
Doris was awake and alert the entire
time.
Today, Doris is independent selfsufficient and hard-working; she has
been seizure-free ever since her surgery at NIH. She pays yearly visits to
the NIH for check-ups, and naturally, her attending physicians there
are thrilled with her transformation
and progress. One might think that it
would be natural for Doris to eagerly
surround herself with all of the comforts of which she was deprived
previously. But not Doris. She works
very hard, but mostly for other people.
She spends a great deal of time
volunteering and helping other individuals with charitable projects. She
is also going to school—a privilege
which she did not have as a child.
Doris bubbles over with gratefulness.
It took her a long time to achieve her
freedom, and for her freedom she is
very thankful—to those who helped
her and to God. This gratefulness is
channeled into helping others—those
whom she considers to be less fortunate than she.
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Faith - The Key to Life
Stephen W. McBeth
F O R us it is often the simple truths
which we obscure. We are a complex
people, living in a world of diverse
ideas. Moreover, we in America are
people of excess—we serve ourselves
bountifully and stand in awe of the
powerful and the mighty. We use ten
words when we could be content with
one, we construct edifices and bureaucracies to do the business of life,
and we philosophize, rationalize, and
criticize our world and our fellow men.
We hope for bigger and better days
ahead. " A h ! Vanitas
Vanitatum!
which of us is happy in this world?"
writes the novelist Thackeray concerning the plight of man. How the
thoughts of sinful man pale in comparison to just one of God's simple
and eternal truths!
One such truth is that of faith,
something vital to all of us. Faith—it
sounds simple enough, doesn't it? But
who can imagine all the power in that
word? Who among us has struggled
deeply with what faith means? Which
of our number has not locked horns
with the Prince of Darkness on the
tempestuous battlefield of faith? How
can we come to feel secure in our comprehension of faith?
Faith is central to the teaching of
Christ and as essential ingredient of
the Christian life. It is the crux of
belief and the means by which we see
God's redeeming grace for our sinful
lives. It is the key to unlocking the
storehouse of Christian truths and
understanding the Holy Scriptures. It
is not logical. The Apostle Paul writes
in Hebrews 11:1 (NIV): "Now faith is
being sure of what we hope for and
being certain of what we do not see."
Professing certainty in things unseen
will not impress the thinkers of this
world, and being sure of our hopes will
provide the grounds for our becoming
lunatics in the eyes of secular man.
Yet this remains our Christian calling—the Life of Faith. We believe—not by logical proof or disproof—but by faith.
Faith is not a suspension of belief.
Rather it represents a total embracThe writer is a senior English major at Messiah
College, a past editor of Ivy Rustles, the college
paper, and a member of the Grantham congregation.
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ing of belief. It is the means by which
we resolve our doubts and human insecurities into belief. An American
writer, Thomas Wolfe once wrote "the
essence of belief is doubt." I think he
is on the right track. If we do not come
before Christ as Thomas did (with
doubt), how can we claim belief? Just
as we are saved from sin, so are we believers who were once doubters. The
Christ of Calvary and the God of the
Universe has in his grace provided us
the faith to believe, even in things
which we cannot now see! What a
miraculous truth. Many of us would
have longed to stand with Thomas before the risen Christ and touched the
nail holes in our Saviour's hands. But
how many of us view our faith without ever having seen as a much more
blessed thing? Christ himself said this
is so (John 20:29).
Occasionally, in one of my more
ambitious moments, I will sit down
with a copy of Immanuel Kant's
Critique of Pure Reason. As I read
this hefty (about 525 pages) and highly
difficult volume, I am thankful that
one does not have to possess a prosaic
amount of rational ability to become a
child of God. What a tremendous
thing, that the greatest truths in the
entire existence of man come to us in
the simple medium of faith. The two
words "I believe" do not conjure up
visions of vast philosophical systems,
mathematical and scientific probabilities, or even great theological discourses. They are simple words,
uttered the same through all the ages,
by man, woman, and child. The simplicity enables Christ to be as real in
our hearts as in that of a converted
tribesman from the Gimi of New
Guinea. Faith brings to all peoples in
all times the truth of the Word of God.
Fortunately our salvation is not dependent on some elaborate logical
proof. If it were, most of us would
perish. The mind of a sinful man in
our age finds it difficult to prove anything for certain.
Do not misjudge me. I do not
believe that man's reason is useless.
Many significant truths come to us by
our minds. But the person of God
holds the truths of faith above those of
mere thoughts of men. Faith in God

and His Son Jesus is the Christian's
first step toward truth. Each subsequent step is colored and formed by
that all important first step. This is
truth—faith bringing understanding.
Sinful man uses his mind to attempt to
justify his life—his mind is his sole
source of knowledge. He believes only
what he thinks he can see. He ends, of
course, in despair because his mind is
not cut out for the task to which he assigns it. Our libraries are teeming with
chronicles of the pursuit of this
despair. Yet man cannot save himself.
The source of man's despair is false
faith—although sinful man does not
acknowledge this. Fallen man believes in himself, and that is the presupposition which prevents him from
finding the truth in Christ. In the conversion process we come to what
Francis Schaefler speaks of as the
"point of tension"—when we realize
our false beliefs do not stand up to
reality. We see ourselves as needy and
sinful people. Then, the crucial step is
the simple one, as we take our faith
from ourselves and place it at the feet
of Christ. And then the larger faith
which God's grace gives us opens wide
the door to belief and commitment.
We now, by faith, have experienced
the greatest thing for us on this
earth—our salvation and the beginning of the Christian Life.
In this Christian Life, as in our preconversion lives, we must be wary of
false faiths. Various cults and movements lurk ready to prey on an unsuspecting believer in the name of
faith. A few principles may serve to
help guard us from this danger, for
Satan's lies are as deceptive now as
they were in Eden. First, we must ask
ourselves if a proposed "act of faith"
is serving some group's or some individual's selfish purpose? Then, is
what we are asked to believe contradictory to what we already believe
and know to be true? Finally, and
most importantly, is it based on the
Word of God? Do not take these
matters lightly, for just as it is by faith
we know the truth, so it can be by false
faith that we are deceived.
to page fourteen
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Approximately 300 Brethren in
Christ young people came together on
the campus of Messiah College in late
July for a weekend of fun, fellowship,
and spiritual encounter. The event was
called C A M P ACT.
Sponsored by the Allegheny and
Atlantic youth councils, C A M P ACT
was planned as a denomination wide
youth event. Youth from all regional
conferences were invited to participate. While most of the youth attending C A M P ACT came from Pennsylvania, a significant number came from
Ohio, Virginia and as far away as
Florida and Oklahoma.
Young people listened to each other
as they talked about God's will for
their lives.
Bruce Burkholder was the featured
speaker for the weekend. Bruce, a
native of Hershey Pennsylvania, is
founder and director of Genesis Ministries, Inc. Using as themes, "Who
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of helpers to develop a program that
included soceer, volleyball, softball,
football and "ultimate frisbee."

Am I?" "Where Have You Been?"
" H o w Are We Different?" and
"Where Are We Going?" he stressed
the need to find out who we are in relationship to God. With messages that
were based on the Scriptures and presented in an interesting manner Bruce
invited youth to appreciate God's provision for themselves.
John Yeatts, the new Associate
Director of Christian Education, organized "Discovery" sessions to
follow each of the presentations by
Bruce Burkholder. The "Discovery"
groups became the focus of significant sharing. Young people listened to each other as they talked
about God's will for their personal
lives and what God was calling them
to do. In "Discovery" groups young
people would join hands as they
prayed for each other or place their
hands on a member of the group asking God's blessing upon him or her.

The Bible Quiz finals were a
highlight.
The Bible Quiz finals on Saturday
night were without doubt one of the
highlights of CAMP ACT. The persistant Pequea team, needing two wins
because of a defeat earlier in the playoffs, beat a strong team from Grantham twice in the finals to become the
Brethren in Christ Bible Quiz champions for 1977. (More about quizzing
on the next page)
Much of the credit for the success of
CAMP ACT goes to Merle Brubaker
who served as the Camp Director. He
was one of the moving forces behind
the CAMP ACT idea. And with his
tireless efforts and organizational zeal
he helped to make it happen.

Youth camp is not complete without times of fun and social fellowship.
Anita Wingert of the Pequea congregation was the song leader. The
youth responded to her enthusiastic
leadership with spirited singing.
SELAH, the summer music ministry
from Messiah College, contributed to
the spiritual tone of the camp with inspiring ministry in song and personal
testimonies. The BOND OF LOVE
from Ontario also shared in the music
ministry of the weekend.
Of course a youth camp is not
complete without the times of fun and
social fellowship. Some will not soon
forget the recreational activities—canoeing and tubing on the Minnemingo (Yellow Breeches), a treasure
hunt by "Discovery" groups, Friday
night, and the hilarious happenings in
the gym, Saturday night. Curtis Book
and Tom Pasquarello enlisted dozens

Another conference for Brethren in
Christ youth is being planned.
Many CAMP ACT participants
went home vowing to attend the next
gathering of North American Brethren in Christ youth. Plans for such an
event are already underway. In the
final session of CAMP ACT John
Yeatts announced that another conference for Brethren in Christ youth is
being planned for December 27-29,
1978. This conference titled "Let
YOUth Begin," is designed to challenge young people to a life of Christian discipleship—especially in the
areas of vocation and service. "Let
YOUth Begin" will be held at the
French Lick Sheraton Hotel, French
Lick, Indiana. John Yeatts has been
named Conference Director. Further
information and announcement will be
coming from the Board of Christian
Education office.
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Bible Quiz
Pequea wins the 1977 Bible Quiz championship
The 1977 Bible Quiz season came to a dramatic downto-the-wire finish with the General Conference finals. The
finals were held in conjunction with the CAMP ACT
youth conference at Messiah College, July 22-24 and, in
fact, became a highlight of the Saturday night session.
An outstanding team from Pequea (Atlantic
Conference) emerged as the 1977 Bible Quiz champions.
After losing one quiz in the playoffs Pequea came from behind to defeat a strong Grantham team (Allegheny Conference) twice and capture the elusive first place trophy.
Other teams participating in the playoffs were: Antrim
(Allegheny Conference), Beulah Chapel, Ohio (Central
Conference), Lancaster (Atlantic Conference), and Wainfleet (Canadian Conference).
Polly Faulkner of the Lancaster team was voted outstanding quizzer by the other quizzers participating in the
playoffs. This was the first year for this recognition to be
given.
Ken Hoke, who served as Quiz Master, described the
playoffs in these words, "The spirit of the competition was
wholesome, the times of question and contest were carried
through with high standards, and the mutual relationship
among the quizzers of the various competive teams was
beautiful to see." Ken sees Bible quizzing as an effective
way for young people to learn and hide God's Word in
their lives.
Both Grantham and Lancaster, the second and third
place teams, plan to represent the Brethren in Christ
denomination at the World Bible Quiz Tournament at
Anderson College, Anderson, Indiana, August 25-28. This
tournament involves 15-20 teams from many denominations and Youth for Christ organizations. Unfortunately, a schedule conflict keeps Pequea from entering this
tournament.
At the close of the 1977 playoffs, General Conference
Quiz Director, Ken Hoke, announced that the quiz
passage for 1978 is the Book of Romans.

It is over for another year.
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Congratulations, Patty Faulkner.

Congratulations to Judy Wingert and the Pequea team.
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FAITH THE KEY TO LIFE
from page eleven

We as Christians in America are
faced with an awesome task. Sin runs
so rampant that many Americans
doubt real truth even exists. Into this
climate and against our foe Satan, we
bring our lives of faith. What our
neighbors need is not theological lectures, invitations to social functions at
our churches, and pious remarks, as
much as they need to come to grips
with themselves. Too often we as

Christians strike the non-Christian
everywhere but at the heart. We must
confront sinful man with the power of
Christ and let the Holy Spirit work a
saving grace.
Christian, do you know your faith?
Or are you confident to follow your
own little rule book of do's and don'ts,
plodding along in your life, doing the
same thing day after day? If you want
to grow as a Christian, you will experience doubts and fears along the way,
but you will glory in the faith God provides for you. The basis certainty for
the Apostles was their belief in Christ,

a belief which freed them from worry
and set them able to do the Lord's
work.
If you are having an easy time of it
as a Christian, you'd better examine
your faith. Some of us are so enclosed
in the Church we see only theology; we
lose sight of the world and forget the
battles raging there. Others of us are
so in the world we have forgotten the
power of Christ. We all can grow to
meet the challenge of our day, but we
can't go it alone. God offers us the
miracle of faith—being certain of that
which we can't see—to help us along.

MCC NEWS

Regional Stuctures Affirmed
The Mennonite Central Committee Executive Committee has given its endorsement and encouragement to the regional
structures that have been developing on the
West Coast and in the central part of the
United States.
On the West Coast Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ congregations in
Arizona, California, Idaho, Nevada,
Oregon and Washington have organized
into a regional M C C unit called the West
Coast Mennonite Central Committee.
This group's board includes 16 representatives from all states and conferences
and met twice during the past year.
In the Central States Region representatives from M C C constituent bodies in
Kansas formed an advisory board. This
region is still being developed and the
group has invited Mennonites in Oklahoma to participate as well.
Each of these regions has its own local
office with Ken Neufeld serving as director of the West Coast office in Reedley,
California, and Griselda Shelly as director
of the Central States Region office in
North Newton, Kansas. Both are former
M C C volunteers.
The two directors are responsible to Reg
Toews, associate executive secretary of
administration and resources at the headquarters office in Akron, Pa., and coordinate fund raising, personnel recruitment, film libraries and general information sharing about M C C for their
respective regions.
But a lot of their time and energy is
focused on the local scene, facilitating individuals, groups and congregations who
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want to participate actively in the ministry of M C C but are not free to go into
overseas service assignments for one
reason or another.
Both Shelly and Neufeld work with local
relief sale, thrift shop and Self-Help Program committees. They coordinate material aid donations and funds from
churches in their regions.
Responding to needs within its own
region, the West Coast together with U.S.
Ministries operates a unit of MCC volunteers on the Hoopa Indian Reservation
in northern California. "The unit is made
up of three volunteers who contribute to
the life of the local church and community
through involvement in adult reading
tutoring, youth recreation and preschool
education development," says Ken Neufeld.
Statewide assemblies have been held in
Arizona, California, and Oregon. A Mennonite men's chorus is currently being organized to raise money for MCC.
Because of its location the Central
States Region is at the heart of the shipping process for food sent overseas. Local
farmers, mill-owners and volunteers work
together to ship beans, wheat and flour by
rail to the Gulf Coast to be loaded on
ships.
The Central States Region people have
also been active in working with Mennonites to set up the Garden Patch which
sells surplus garden foods at low cost in a
location accessible to low-income persons.
A traveling conference on food and world
h u n g e r p l a n n e d by the r e g i o n a l
Food/World Hunger Committee visited

Nebraska, Oklahoma and Kansas, and
workshops were also held on "more-withless" cooking.
Each of the regions has its own newsletter to keep its member congregations up
to date on regional news as well as general
MCC news.
Recently the West Coast committee
evaluated themselves using a questionnaire distributed to persons attending the
assemblies. The response was that persons
were generally enthused about what the
regional organization has been doing and
want more MCC activity on the West
Coast. Respondents are hoping the West
Coast organization will be active in peace
education in the region in the future.
The M C C Executive Committee has
also decided to request action from the full
board at their January annual meeting indicating encouragement for Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ congregations in
other areas of the country who want to
develop regional organizations.
Although the executive committee indicated it stands ready to assist in such
developments with staff and other types of
help, it recommends that regional organizations come at the initiative of local congregations. In each case a local group such
as the West Coast committee or Central
States advisory board needs to take leadership in shaping the regional structure to
meet the needs and gifts of Mennonites
and Brethren in Christ in that region.
Ralph Brumbaugh and Robert Tidgwell
are the Brethren in Christ members of the
West Coast Mennonite Central Committee.

Evangelical Visitor

Church News
CONFERENCES

Allegheny

On Sunday evening, July 31, the Mt.
Rock congregation held a farewell service
for Curtis and Leslie Book who had served
as a student pastoral couple to the congregation during the past year. Sharing in the
morning service and present in the evening service were Curtis's parents, Rev. and
Mrs. Alvin Book. Rev. Avery Musser is
the pastor.
The Pleasant View congregation reports
a special gospel singing program on Sunday evening, July 24, by Lee and Cindy
Condran from Annville. Also, on the
following Sunday evening an outdoor service was held on the church lawn. The
"Victory Four" from Mt. Holly Springs
presented a program at this time. The
pastor of Pleasant View is Rev. Harold
Bowers.

Atlantic

The Lynchburg congregation reports
good attendance for Vacation Bible School
which was held the last week of July. A
picnic concluded the Bible school. Rev.
Lyle Roach is the pastor.
Bishop C. B. Byers installed Rev. B. E.
Thuma as pastor of the Maytown congregation on Sunday, Sept. 11.
Rev. and Mrs. George Bundy assumed
pastoral leadership of the Mt. Pleasant
congregation on Sunday, Aug. 21. Bishop
Byers was in charge of the installation
service.
Guests of the Tremont congregation on
Sunday, July 10, were the young people
from the Manor Church. The youth
presented special music in the morning
service. Rev. George Ripe is the pastor at
Tremont.

speaker was Dave Carlson, staff member
of Trans World Radio, and two men who
helped get Bibles into Russia. The pastor is
Rev. Paul Hess.

Pacific

The Redwood congregation reports
receiving 14 persons into fellowship during
the past six months. Rev. Sam Hollingsworth is the pastor.

Conference on Death
and Dying

The Office of Continuing Education at
Messiah College is sponsoring a two-day
conference on Death and Dying on
September 30 and October 1, 1977. The
purpose is to assist lay persons and professionals involved with dying patients
and their families, to help them accept
the concept of death for themselves as
well as others, and to meet the needs of
all persons affected.
Resource people will include: Dana G.
Cable, Associate Professor and CoChairman, Department of Psychology,
Hood College; Terry Martin, graduate
student in gerontology, Hood College,
and Joy Ufema, R.N., Harrisburg Hospital.
The conference will include general
sessions and, small group workshops,
beginning with registration at 9:00 a.m.
on the first day.
Topics will include: the language of
death, the fear of dying, states of dying,
how to explain death to children, acceptance of the sudden death, helping the
terminally ill, euthanasia/benemortasia,
living wills, and the funeral.
Advance registration is required
because the group size will be limited.
The fee of $25 includes all sessions and
materials, two lunches and the coffee
breaks.
Contact Dr. Clifford Thomas, Messiah
College, Grantham, PA 17027.

Canadian

Bishop E. J. Swalm
To Receive Honorary
Degree

Central

The University of Waterloo, Waterloo,
Ontario, has extended an invitation to
Bishop E. J. Swalm to accept an honorary
degree of Doctor of Laws. This degree to
be conferred at the Fall Convocation of the
University, Friday, October 21, 1977.
This honor is given in recognition of
Bishop Swalm's outstanding contribution
as a spokesman for peace.

Bishop Roy Sider installed Rev. Ron
Lofthouse as the pastor of the Rosebank
congregation. The installation service was
held on Sunday morning, July 17.

Rev. Bedsaul Agee, pastor of the Bethel
congregation (Mi.), presented the Baccalaureate message for the Breckenridge
High School on June 4. Rev. Agee's son
was a member of the graduating class.
Rev. Marlin Ressler was recently voted
into a second term as pastor of the Christian Union congregation. To honor their
pastoral couple the W M P C sponsored a
Welcome Back Program and grocery
shower on Wednesday, Aug. 3.

Midwest

The Men's Fellowship of the Zion
congregation held a father-son banquet on
Saturday evening, July 23. The guest
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Weddings

Burkhard-Tuck: Sharon Lee, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tuck, Wheeler,
Mi., and Ricky Charles, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Burkhard, Harbor Beach,
Mi., May 29, in the Zion Lutheran Church
with Rev. Elmer Shaffer officiating.
Climenhaga-Heise: Lois Anne, daughter
of Dr. and Mrs. Alvin Heise, New Madison, Ohio, and Daryl Ray, son of Bishop
and Mrs. David Climenhaga, Nappanee,

In., July 30, in the Highland Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Eugene Wingert
and the groom's father officiating.
Murphy-Rittenour: Karen, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Rittenour, Breckenridge, Mi., and Timothy Michael, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Murphy, Wheeler,
Mi., July 2, in the Bethel Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Bedsaul Agee
officiating.
ReifT-Brechbill: Brenda Kay, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. J. Albert Brechbill, Big
Pool, Md., and Robert Eugene, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Chester Reiff, Clear Spring,
Md., July 30, in the Hagerstown Bible
Church with Rev. E. D. Brechbill, grandfather of the bride, and Rev. W. Bruce
Dick, cousin of the bride, officiating.

Births

Lowery: Misty Janene, born June 22, to
Ken E. and Lena Lowery, Phoneton congregation, Ohio
Price: Kendra Lynn, born Aug. 2, to
Donald and Fannie (Fisher), Price, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Sider: Carrie Lyn, born July 22, to John
and Carolyn Sider, Grantham congregation, Pa.

Obituaries

Garis: Vera Hummel Garis, Souderton,
Pa., born Sept. 5, 1903, died July 27, 1977.
She was married to Elmer D. Garis who
survives. She is also survived by nine
daughters: Mrs. Vera K. Charles, Mrs.
Elsie Hyer, Ellen Esther Garis, Mrs. Ida
Bencsik, Mrs. Elizabeth Whitley, Mrs.
Emily Boyer, Mrs. Shirley Fox, Mrs. June
Landis, Mrs. Alma Fulmer; four sons:
Elmer F., Robert B., Arthur N., and Paul
M. One son, LeRoy D. preceded her in
death. Also surviving are 49 grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Souderton Brethren in
Christ Church where the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. John A. Byers.
Interment was in the Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Cemetery, Hatfield, Pa.
Hartwig: Mrs. Laura Place Hartwig,
born Feb. 16, 1894, in Leelanau, Mi., died
June 4, 1977, in the Russell Memorial
Hospital, Onaway, Mi. She was married
on May 30, 1915, to Frederick Hartwig.
She is survived by two daughters: Mrs.
Blake Trafzer and Mrs. Floyd Squires;
three grandchildren; and a brother,
Lowell. The funeral service was conducted
in Rogers City. Interment was in Memorial Park, Rogers City.
Keefer: Miss Mary E. Keefer, born
Sept. 18, 1893, near Millersburg, Pa., died
June 22, 1977, in the Harrisburg General
Hospital. She was the daughter of Daniel
and Sara Holtzman Book and later
adopted by Joseph and Emma Keefer. She
is survived by 18 nieces and nephews. She
had been a member of the Free Grace
Brethren in Christ Church and at the time
of death a member of the Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was conducted in the Yeisley
Funeral Home with Rev. Eugene M.
Heidler officiating. Interment was in the
Free Grace Cemetery.
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Saints Equipped
Paul S. Rees

Punctuation That Preaches
Why does Christ's Church have "apostles," "prophets,"
"evangelists," "pastors," "teachers"? If you use the King
James Version for the Apostle Paul's answer, this is what
you get:
For the perfecting of saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ (Eph. 4:12).

Now read it in the New English Bible:

... To equip God's people for work in his service, to the building up of
the body of Christ.

After the word "saints," translated as "God's people,"
note the missing comma. It was inserted by the King
James translators simply because they thought it ought to
be there. Later scholars have tended to omit it on the
ground that its presence breaks the flow of Paul's thought.
The difference that is made by the comma's absence, far
from being slight, is important. If it is kept, the meaning is
that the clergy have the dual responsibility of equipping
God's people and of exercising ministry. If it is left out, the
meaning is that "ministry" is not the monopoly of the
clergy, but the responsibility of all the people of God, and
that the role of the clergy is to help them to fulfil that
responsibility.
Traditon That Tethers
In the early Christian church there was no such gap between clergy and laity as that which developed later. "Even
those who were called bishops," remarks Bishop Lesslie
Newbegin in his late book The Good Shepherd, "were men
who had to earn their own living, probably as slaves in a
pagan household." But then came the "conversion" of
Constantine and the rise of Christianity as an "official"
religion. Gradually Christians were being classified into
two orders: "the clergy whose duty was to teach and to
govern and the laity whose role was to learn and obey."
Sadly enough, this tradition survived the Reformation.
In modified form it has been found in most of our Protestant communions.
Mentality That Menaces
In spite of the measurable success that has come to
efforts at improving clergy/laity relationships and refocusing on New Testament patterns, there is still among
us a strong mindset that is "clerical." According to this
view, the clergy are dominantly responsible for church
order (administration), church doctrine (theology) and
church outreach (evangelism). A few years ago John Lawrence, editor of Frontier, wrote:

What does the layman really want? He wants a building that looks like
a church; a clergyman dressed in the way he approves; services of the
kind he has been used to and to be left alone.

Exaggerated? Yes. But not enough to be a serious distortion. Take a look. See how it is in your church. And the
fault, let it be added, usually lies on both sides of the
clergy/laity line.
Engagement That Equips
In a talk he gave to the clergy of the Madras (India)
diocese Bishop Newbegin said:
The ordained pastor is called to train all the members committed to his
care for their ministry in the world.

Hans Rudi Weber is getting at the same truth when he
writes:
The laity are not helpers of the clergy so that the clergy can do their
job, but the clergy are helpers of the whole people of God, so that the
laity can be the church.

Although the first part of that sentence strikes me as being
an overstatement, the observation is fundamentally sound.
It would be a mistake, however, to conclude that this
equipping task of the pastors is designed simply to prepare lay people for what we commonly call "church
work," such as singing in a choir or serving on a committee. This kind of activity can be a performance that is
job-centered rather than a ministry that is people-centered. Pastors with cleansed motives have, therefore, the
responsibility of "growing" members who are learning
from Christ how to turn job-performance into people-care.
But the equipping task is even bigger. It includes the
ways and means by which pastors can help their
people—male and female—to convert their vocational
activities into opportunities for Christian ministry. Doctors, nurses, lawyers, teachers, merchants, administrators, government officials and employees—all these, as
Christians, need training if they are to become to others
the channels of Christ's ministering, caring love.
Out of the National Evangelical Anglican Congress,
held in Nottingham, England last April, came "The
Nottingham Statement," from which I quote:
Christianity is a one-caste religion: all Christians are equally called to
minister to Christ in the world, and ministry must be seen as a calling
for all. not a status for some.

Well said! Let it be well practiced by all the rest of us.

Reprinted from World Vision. Copyright 1977, World Vision, Inc. Used
by permission.

